
COLONY CARE TIPSCOLONY CARE TIPS
Community Cat  Knowledge:

community cat caretaker:
Community Cat Caretakers help monitor, feed, and support outdoor
cats while working to ensure that

All cats are spayed/neutered
New cats are identified and sterilized
Sick or injured cats receive appropriate attention
The colony remains a good neighbor

day-to-day responsibilities

FEED ON A SCHEDULE
Feed at the same time/location each day.

Benefits:
Helps monitor colony health
Makes future trapping easier
Reduces roaming

REMOVE FOOD AFTER FEEDING
Leave food out for about 30–60 minutes.

Do not free-feed.
This helps:

Reduce wildlife attraction
Prevent insect problems
Reduce neighbor complaints

PROVIDE FRESH WATER
Water should be available daily.

In winter:
Use heated bowls if possible.
Check frequently for ice.

COLONY MONITORING
Observe cats during feeding.

Watch for:
Weight loss
Wounds
Limping
Respiratory illness
Eye injuries
New cats

Early detection often prevents more
serious problems!



Any unaltered newcomer should be:
1.Identified
2.Trapped
3.Spayed/neutered
4.Vaccinated
5.Returned

managing new cats

good neighbor practices

Remove:
Food containers
Trash
Leftover food

keep feeding areas clean

Schools
Playgrounds
Building entrances
High-traffic public areas

do not feed near

Keep colonies:
Sterilized
Monitored
Fed responsibly

Fixed cats are less likely to:
Fight
Spray
Roam
Yowl

prevent nuisance behaviors educate!
Be A Good Resource

Explain what you’re doing
Explain the How/Why of the
Vacuum Effect

Listen to Concerns

Offer Solutions

Be Respectful of Private Property

yellowstone county

community cat caretakers

Track your colony through CatStats!


	PROVIDE FRESH WATER
	FEED ON A SCHEDULE
	COLONY MONITORING
	REMOVE FOOD AFTER FEEDING


