
TRAPPING TIPSTRAPPING TIPS
Community Cat  Knowledge:

things to take into consideration

MORNING
From sunrise to around 10am most cats are
looking for breakfast, especially if food has been
withheld overnight. Cats will be most active
before human activity increases. 

EVENING
Cats may also be active 1-2 hours before sunset.

As temperature and human activity decreases
for the day, cats will be in search of food

especially if it’s during their regular feeding time.

Feral cats are least likely to be active in the middle of the day when
temperatures and human activity are at their highest 

spring summer

autumnwinter

Breeding season increases roaming
and food motivation.

Prioritize trapping before kittens
are born whenever possible.

Mild weather means active cats.

Be mindful of time of day when
trapping out of caution for heat

stress on cats in traps.

Be on the lookout for moms with
kittens. Babies best chance of

survival is to stay with mom!

Cats may decrease activity during
extreme weather.

Be mindful of watching traps so
that they don’t freeze and so that
cats aren’t left unprotected in
freezing weather for extended
periods of time.

Cats are preparing for winter so
their food motivation increases.

There are typically fewer pregnant
females and moms nursing kittens

to worry about



Stabilize Your Traps
Make sure traps are on flat, stable ground. Wobbly traps can scare cats.

Use Camouflage
Covering the top and sides of the trap can make them feel safer and more natural.

Don’t Leave Traps Unattended
Trap at times where you can monitor them frequently. This helps avoid trapping unwanted animals such as
raccoons and skunks and also ensure you can move trapped cats out of the elements and into a safe, quiet
place as quick as possible.

Establish a Feeding Schedule
Feed at the same place and time every day for at least several days before trapping. Cats are much easier
to trap when they know exactly where and when food appears.

Stop Feeding Before Trap Day
Withhold food for 12–24 hours before trapping (continue providing water). Hungry cats are much more
likely to enter a trap.

Confirm the Number of Cats
Try to count and identify all cats in the colony beforehand so that you can ensure the clinic has the
capacity to provide care. Photos can help distinguish similar-looking cats and ensure no one is missed.

Plan Ahead
Make sure you have enough traps so that each cat is in an individual trap. Plan to trap no sooner than the
day before surgery so that cats are not housed in traps longer than necessesary as it can be extremely
stressful for them. 

before trapping

during trapping

the power of high value bait
Use the stinkiest treats you can find to attract cats!

SARDINES
TUNA

CHICKEN
MACKERAL

CATNIP
VALERIAN ROOT

no cat left behind!
Trap the entire colony at the same time whenever possible.

TNR is most effective when every cat that can be caught is sterilized during the same
trapping effort. Catching only one or two cats and leaving the rest intact allows

reproduction to continue and often means you'll have to start over later.



Cover the Trap Immediately
Covering the trap helps cats calm down significantly. 

Keep Cats Safe
Store trapped cats out of the elements and away from loud noises and lots of activity. 

after trapping

DO NOT OPEN TRAPS 
Once a cat is in the trap, DO NOT open the trap or attempt

to transfer the cat into a different carrier.  

Handling feral cats can pose safety risks, allows opportunities for
cats to escape and creates unnecessary amounts of stress. The trap is

the safest place for them to be.

releasing fixed cats

return cats to where you found them and release them from

the trapsas soon as they are awake and no longer groggy to

avoid causing prolonged stress 

Help A Cat Out
Make sure cats have shelter, water, and food easily accessible to where they are released.

Fixed cats will have the tip of their left ear
removed to indicate they’ve been

spayed/neutered!



ADVICE & FAQADVICE & FAQ
Community Cat  Knowledge:

What is the difference between feral/community cats and house cats?
House cats are owned pets. 
Community cats is a term referring to unowned outdoor cats that may or may not have had human
socialization. 
Feral cats are unowned outdoor cats that have had no socialization (oftentimes being born into feral
colonies) and avoid human interaction. 

Why Trap, Neuter, Return?
TNR has proven to be teh only effective way to control community cat populations over time. Below are
other attempted forms of population control and why they are less successful:

Removal/Relocation - The Vaccuum Effect is a phenomenon that happens when existing cats are removed
from an area but the resources that brought them there (i.e. food sources, shelter, etc.) remain. This
attracts new cats to move in from outside areas and continue the problem. In addition, community cats are
attached to their established territory. Relocating them (such as adopting out as barn cats) requires them
to be kept in a contained space for 2-3 weeks to allow them to get accustomed to a new area and where
resources are located. This process can be taxing on both the cats and the people involved. 

Euthanasia - Euthanasia causes the same Vaccuum Effect that relocation does. Statements from the
National Animal Control Association say that despite 30 years of euthanasia being common practice for
controlling community cat populations, it has not worked and costs more than it would to spay/neuter the
cats and return them. Certainly if a cat is in poor health then the most humane option may be to euthanize
that individual cat, however it is not intended to be utilized as a mass form of population control. 

Adoption - Most community cats have a hard time adjusting to indoor life. While it is not impossible to be
done, socialization of adult community cats can take years, which can also place large amounts of stress on
the cat which in turn leads to decreased immune system function. In addition, it is not feasible for most
shelters to house cats for extended periods of time for socialization, nor is it always humane to attempt to
do so when a cat has spent the majority of its life outside and that is what they prefer. Community kittens
between the ages of 8-12 weeks have the best chance of survival and being socialized to eventually be
adopted out. 
Most cat colonies have already been “adopted” by caretakers who help monitor the health of the cats and
provide supplemental food, water, and shelter as needed. 

Why does the YVAS TNR Program require applicants to be within Yellowstone County
but outside of Billings city limits?
Due to medical staffing, time, and resources our capacity only allows us to provide services to those within
our own county. However, YVAS is legally limited in our ability to assist with outdoor cats within Billings city
limits due to current ordinances that are in place. See Ordinance 05-5351 Sec. 4-406 of Billings city
ordinances. 

https://www.billingsmt.gov/DocumentCenter/View/3062/05-5351?bidId=
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Don’t expect to catch them all the first time around.
There will always be kitties that are harder to catch. Work with the organization to

schedule a second surgery date to try again if needed!

What if you catch kittens?
Little kittens (newborn-4 weeks) that still need mom should be left where they are if they seem healthy and
well cared for. Staying with mom is their best chance for survival. The prime socialization time is between 8-
12 weeks of age. After this it can be difficult and stressful to properly socialize them to humans. Kittens can
be spayed/neutered as young as 8 weeks old (or weighing roughly 2lbs). 

What if there’s kittens with no mom around?
If kittens appear clean and well fed leave them where they are. Chances are mom will be back for them. If
you are concerned mom is gone, observe them from about 50ft away for a minimum of 4-8 hours before
intervening, checking in periodically to see if they are still healthy and well fed. 

What are possible health concerns for outdoor cats?
Ringworm - a fungal infection (basically athlete’s foot) presenting with hair loss, skin lesions, and
potentially eye/nose discharge. While ringworm is not a life-threatening condition, it is zoonotic and can be
spread to humans, other animals and surfaces it comes in contact with. The treatment is lengthy and
requires lots of handling to administer, therefore YVAS does not provide treatment for feral cats. Most
otherwise healthy cats are able to fully recover on their own within 9 months-a year. 

Upper Respiratory Infection - URI is basically a kitty cold. Sneezing, eye and nose discharge, and redness
around the eyes are common symptoms. This is another condition that typically would require
medicating/human handling which, again, can be stressful for feral cats. Oftentimes URIs will can clear up
on their own as long as the cat is in good body condition and receiving adequate shelter, water and food. 

Feline Immunodeficiency Virus - FIV can occur in cats of all ages and lifestyles and is transmitted through
sexual contact and bites. FIV decreases immune function and makes them more susceptible to other
infections/diseases. Getting FIV positive cats fixed is the best way to prevent the spread. YVAS does not
test foro FIV in the majority of TNR cats, however if a cat is a vasectomy candidate we will test them
beforehand as they will continue to exhibit fighting/mating behaviors despite being unable to reproduce.

What is Neuter vs. Vasectomy?
A vasectomy ensures that they are no longer able to reproduce but allows them to keep producing
testosterone. This means that they will still continue to spray, chase other males away, fight and attempt to
mate. This is recommended for those in more rural areas with a well established dominant male in the
colony. A neuter is recommended for those wanting to reduce nuisance behaviors. This surgery is less
invasive but completely removes the testicles (and therefore testosterone) and mitigates the urges to
spray, fight and yowl as well as any mating behavior.
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