WHAT IS EAR TIPPING?

Ear tipping is a widely used and accepted method in the Trap Neuter Return (TNR) community to
visually identify a spayed/neutered cat from a distance. This procedure is done when the cat is first
spayed/neutered and involves removing 1/8 - 1/4 of the left ear tip while the cat is under sedation.

EAR NOTCH EARTIP

“Ear-notching” and “ear-tipping" look slightly different but mean exactly the same thing -- that the
cat has already been altered. YVAS prefers to ear tip because it is quicker to do, is easier to identify
as an intentional mark vs. an injury, and is less likely to rip or tear once the cat is released.

While other methods such as tattooing, microchipping, or collars have been used on a trial basis for
feral cats in the past, all involve having to actively handle the cat to identify alteration which causes
additional unneeded stress and risk of injury to those involved.

@mTM/mfg /

< Ear tips heal very quickly &
@’ Ear tipping does not affect the cat’s hearing &'

% Ear tipping does not affect the cat's quality of life &
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