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Community Cat  Knowledge:

WHY TRAP, NEUTER, RETURN?
TNR has been proven to be the only effective way to truly control outdoor cat

populations. It prevents future litters from being produced, without disrupting the
colony ecosystem that is already in place. 

Other attempted methods of population control
may provide a quick, easy solution, but do not
have the same long-term effect that TNR offers.

RELOCATION
When cats are removed but resources are not, it
only attracts new cats in to establish their
territory, known as The Vacuum Effect.

EUTHANASIA
Creates the same “Vacuum Effect” by opening up
space for new cats to move in. Plus, it results in
many more unnecessary deaths. 

ADOPTION
While a better alternative than euthanasia, it
doesn’t always work. Adjusting a feral cat to
indoor life is a long and stressful process for both
people and cats, and still may result in an
increase of medical and behavioral issues.

WHY OTHER METHODS AREN’T AS EFFECTIVE

Prevents the birth of new litters, reducing the overall number of outdoor cats over time

Reduces nuisance behaviors associated with mating (yowling, fighting, spraying, roaming, etc.)

Decreases the spread of disease by reducing aggressive interactions between cats

Ensures healthier populations through quality of life assessments and vaccinations

Returning cats to their original location creates stable, managed colonies that prevent new
unsterilized cats from moving into the area to reproduce/take advantage of existing resources

More Info from 
Alley Cat Allies!
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